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ever, may be largely eliminated by having the blocks cut
smooth before they are laid.

Brick pavements have been used in European countries,
Bnck          j_n Holland particularly, for several centuries:   but their

pavements,

use in America dates back only thirty or forty years. They
consist of vitrified paving brick laid on a concrete base.
The base is four to six inches thick, and is covered with a
cushion of sand ; upon this the bricks are laid and the joints
are grouted. Suitable expansion joints are sometimes pro-
vided if the pavement is subjected to extremes of heat and
cold, as it is in all northern climates. Under ordinary
conditions the initial cost of this roadway, which will last
under modern traffic a term of about twenty years, is some-
what below three dollars per square yard. It can be repaired
at moderate expense, is easy to keep clean, reasonably safe,
and not excessively noisy. It has, in short, proved so satis-
factory in ordinary retail business districts, where there is
only a limited amount of heavy teaming, that of late years
it has been growing rapidly in popularity, particularly in
the cities of the Middle West, where granite quarries
are not readily accessible and where good brick-clay is
abundant. There are now about one hundred and seventy
miles of it in Philadelphia and about one hundred and
sixty miles in St. Louis.

Creosoted wood blocks have also been used in paving the
Wood-block streets of various European cities for many years, but only
within the last decade have they been largely employed in
America. These blocks are usually of long-leaf or yellow
pine, cut in rectangular shape. They are sterilized by
steam, thoroughly dried, then soaked in creosote oil and
dried again. They are laid on a concrete base with, sand
cushion, as in the case of brick pavements, and the joints
are sometimes but not always grouted. The cost of a wood-
block pavement is about the same as of one made of granite
blocks. It will stand moderate traffic for a long period, per-
haps thirty years or more; its proved durability has, indeed,